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* REPRESENTED IN A 


% FROM THE | 1 8 
\PTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERSgafh, =* 


Aſſembled at NORTHAMPTON, May 25, and 26, 1779: - 


intaining the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the. 
odhead ; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particulafĩ 

edemption ; free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt? >. 
flicacivus Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of the Saint; 
nd the Independency, or congfegational Order of the Churches f 
pri. | IM 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting. at Nottingham, - Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton-in- 
the-Elms, Arnſby, Foxtony Clipſtone, Oakham, Spalding, Soham, 
Kettering, Walgrave, Northampton, Road, Olney, Carleton, and 

St. Alban's ; as alſo the many Churches not yet in the Aſſociation, 

who, notwithſtanding, countenance'jt by the Attendance of their 


| * "Miniſters, and many of their Members 2 
| Grace be avitb you ! | . Tapes! 
geloved in the Lord! 


\ T'TENDED. by the kind care of our heavenly father, we met in 

ſafety at the place appointed. After one of the brethren had en- 
ped in prayer, the Letters from the ſeveral aſſociate Churches were read. 
eſe afforded a mixture of joy and grief. Many complained of deadneſs : 
| indifferency.., Vet ſome had additions, and others ſpoke offpleafing - 
dipects in their congregations. On the whole, the general ſtate of re- 


jon ſeemed ſomewhat encouraging. | SES 
e rejoice to learn, that the Churches continue ſteadily to maintain the 5 
ble doctrines mentioned annually at the head of our Lęætterg. We pray 
it their efficacy in your ſouls, and influence on your lives, may witneſs: 
abundant increaſe li With pleaſure we obſerve your affectionate love to 
; proteſtant cauſe. How glad ſhould we be, if we had nothing to do 
{to commend and encourage! But, dear brethren, are there none who 
againſt a gracious Gop, injure your own precious ſouls, and * = Gs 
| 5 ” | 8 - 25 
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time on divine worfhip, or an unjullifiable”abler 


meetings? Do none give occafion , me with a reproachfil ffekr, and 
to athers with'a mournful heart, the children of this world are in 

5 „ yer chan che, hy of light? Lu. xvi. 8. _ Beloved! 
J 14. teeth, eaution, and warn thoſe whom we fervently 
. Jove, and highly eſteem. | ND 


We hope, dear brethren, you remember, that we have addreſſed you 


times on. ſome of the grand, diſtinguiſhing truths of the ever. 


Fa” , 
"= 4 
% — 


| ; have attempted to lead your minds into a more intimate 
aiktance with their meaning, importance, and excellency ; have laid 
you the nature, honours, and privileges of your wiX6/e connexion 


die Chriſt, and one another; and that the various practical duties reſult. 


ing thence, have been ſtated and inforced. Still deſirous of imparting 
— Something unto you for your ſpiritual benefit, we now addreſs you once 
more, and ſhall lead your thoughts this year to a contemplation upon the 
important and intereſting doctrine of Providence. It is a ſubject of univer- 
ſal and 7.2 concern. Has an. inſeparable connexion with. your conſtant 
conduct and comfort. _ | | . 

As to the term when applied to Gop, it is not ſyllabically written in 
the holy Scriptures. Yet the ideas deſigned by it, are there plentifully 
| found. You will indulge us for a few moments, brethren ! with your 
attention, while we endeavour to define it's nature;—demonftrate it's 
reality ;—take a general view of the ſubje& ;—and enquire to what pur- 
| Poſes it is capable of being improved. ln 1 

As to what we underſtand by it, we obſerve; that it intends, Goy's 
exerciſe of his divine perfections over all the works of his hands, diſplayed 
in preſerving of them, and directing all their affairs according to his 
ſovereign will, in order, ultimately, to manifeſt his own glory. 

Let none imagine, that it excludes, or renders improper, a- wiſe and 
vigorous uſe of all prudent and inſtituted means on our part, in the pur- i 
ſuit of our deſigned ends. Nay, in it, they are abſolutely included and 
enjoined, The certainty of Hezekiah's recovery, did not render un- 
neceſſ:ry, the application of a lump of figs, 2 Kin. xx. 7. Nor did 
the leaſe he had of fifteen years added to his life, render needleſs the eating 
of bread, in order to ſupport it. The purpoſe and providence of Gon 
regard the means as well as the end. Gop has declared, that while the 
earth remaineth, ſeed-time and harveſt ſhall never ceaſe, Gen. viii. 22. 
But what ideas ſhould we form of that huſbandman, who argues from 
thence, that he ſtands excufed from ploughing and ſowing ? | | 

. We now proceed, brethren! in the next place,. to demonſtrate it's 
reality. This doctrine has foundations to reſt upon, ſufficient to warrant 
your firmeſt faith. With theſe we would have you acquainted. Like the 
Apoſtle, we wiſh you not only able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 
you, 1 Pet. iii. 15; but which is effentially neceſſary thereunto, of the 
faith by you maintained, 4 

Nov, what can be more plain, than that this doctrine is clearly ſup- 

d by expreſs aſſertions in the word of-Gop ? Surely none can 
peruſe the ſacred pages, and not learn it thence! Is at not there ſaid, that, 
the eyes of the Lok b run to and fro through the whole earth, 2 Chron. 
xvi. 9 ;— that his _ are open to the cries of his people, Pf. xxxiv. 155 
and, that he upholdeth them with his hand, xxxvii. 24. Was it not the 


IO 5 8 ; * ; 
3) 
Joy of the Palmiſt, in one place, that, the Lon reigneth, xciii. 1 


ch- and in another, that his kingdom ruleth over all? ciii. 19. How 
ind fully does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf preach this divine truth in his 
in admirable fermon on the mount! Mat. v. 25, &c. Nay, even ag heathen 
d! prince was ſo ſtruck with the evidence of it, that he adores the moſt high, 


as doing according to his will in the army 'of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, Dan. iv. 35. 4 . 
But as the detached paſſages in the word of Gop, which hold forth this 


doctrine, are very numerous, we will attempt fo reduce a few.of them to 


Ate ſome proper heads, and in that manner preſent them as a ſpecimen of , 
aid what might be produce. 8 
It 31 ipture promiſes, relating to temporal things, imply a Provide 
lt. "Theſe evidently hold forth Gop as the preſerver, governor, and director 
ng of all things. Here we learn, that the earth, and all the fulneſs of it, is 
= the Loxp's, and at his diſpoſe, He deeply intereſts himſelf in all the 
the caſes and concerns of his people, and engages in all their circumſtances to 
* ſupport and ſupply them. Behold the doctrine contended for, written as 
8 with a ſun- beam in the following. OE | 
They that ſeek the Lox», ſhall not want any good thing, Pſ. xxxiv. 10. 
* Verily chou ſhalt be fed, xxxvii. 3. The ſteps of a good man are ordered 
ll by the Lox p, v. 23. No good thing will he withhold from them that 
5 walk uprightly, Ixxxiv. 11. The Lox p hall preſerve thy going out, and 
7 ray in, cxxvi. 6. He ſhall direct thy paths, Prov. iii. 6. Your 
8 heavenly father knoweth that ye have need of all theſe things, (i. e. food 
and raiment) and they ſhall be added unto you, Mat. vi. 32, 33. My 
55 God ſhall ſupply all your need, Phil. iv. 19. Godlineſs is profitable,nnio 
ed all things, having promiſe of the lite that now is, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
5 2. The accompliſhment of ſcripture prophecy is another ſtriking diſ- 
covery of the reality of a Providence. We find events often foretold for 
1 years, nay ages, before they came to paſs. We have, on ſome occaſions, 
4 the time, place, and circumſtances all fully fpecified, and the event exactly 
d anſwers to every ane. Theſe were generally delivered at a time when there 
* appeared no human probability of their being brought to paſs; nay, when 
id \ceming impoſſibilities lay in the way. Without admitting an all-wiſe, 
wr and powerful, ſuperintending Providence, we ſhall be unable to account 
ba for this fulfilment of prophecy, Thus we find, Iſrael's oppreſſion in 
by Egypt, and deliverance, foretold, Gen. xv. 13, 14; fulfilled, Exod, i. 14. 
© x11. 31, &, Moſes foretels Iſrael's deſtruction by the Romans; Deut. 
* xxuili. 49; which was fulfilled after the crucifixion of our Lord: alſo, 
their rejection, and the calling of the Gentiles, comp. Deut. xxxii. 21, 
* with Rom. x. 19. Ahab's death was foretold, 1 Kin. xxi. 19; fulfilled, 
1 1 Kin. xxii. 38: alſo the deſtruction of his poſterity, 2 Kin. ix. 7, 8z 
be fulfilled, 2 Kin. x. 10. Thus the very name, and actions of Joſiah were 
* foretold, 1 Kin. xiii. 2; fulfilled, 2 Kin. xxiii. 16, 20. To theſe we 
be: may add thoſe we have at large in the prophets relative to the calling of 
| the Gentiles, which began to be fulfilled in the accounts left on record in 
b. the acts of the apoſtles, and continue ſo to be till this day. But the moſt 
7 remarkable of all, are thoſe which relate to the birth, life, ſufferings, 
t eath, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſcattered 
. 8 the Old Teſtament, and fulfilled in the accounts we have in 
. _ 8 | 
be To all which we may add, thoſe relative to the man of fin, defections 
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from the faith, &c. 2 Theſſ. ii. 3--12. 1 Tim. iv. 1--3. 2 Pet. ui. 3. 
Revel. at large. Theſe are now fulfilling under our obſervation. F 
3. Another convincing argument in favour of the doctrine, under con. an 
ſideration, may be drawn from the many inſtances we have of the Lobi 
| hearing and anſwering prayer. Indeed, without allowing a Providence, 
there would be no ground fr prayer, or any religious ſervice, or ſpiritual 
act whatſoever. If we were to conclude as ſome do, who ſay, the Loxo hath 
forſaken the earth, and the Lok p ſeeth not, Ezek. ix. g z we. ſhould than 
Juſtify their conduct, who cry out, it is vain to ſerve Gop, Mal. iii. 14; 
and they would be perfectly right who add, what profit ſhould we have, if e 
we pray unto him, Job xxi. 15. But the ſaints, who, in all ages, have WW 
| Tought unto Gop, manifeſted, in ſo doing, their firm belief of the truth Wl 
contended for; and, m the event, in year. thr inſtances, it's reality ha 
been demonſtrated. Surely it cannot but be encouraging to a pious mind 
to trace a few of theſe remarkable inſtances. Thus Moſes prays ; the Red. 
Sea is divided, Exod. xiv. 15, 16.---Again, he cries to the Lox», the 
rock fends forth water, xvii. 4, 6.---Again, he prays; Iſrael is ſpared, ln 
xxxii. 30--34.---At another time he takes the ſame courſe ; the con. 
ſuming fire is quenched, Numb. xi. 1, 2.---Again he lifts up his voice ll 
to Gop ; rebellious Iſrael is pardoned,] xiv. 13--20.---Hannah prays; al 
Samuel is given, 1 Sam. i. 11--2c.---David prays, 2 Sam. xv. 31; ll 
AhithophePs council is defeated, xvii. 14; and he hangs himſelf, v. 23, 
---Hezekiah prays, and is healed, 2 Kin. xx. 1--5.---$o Mordecai and 
Eſther pray; the Jews are delivered; ſee the book of Eſth. at large.-- ll 
Thus alſo, the church prayed ; and Peter was delivered, Acts xii. 5, &c. Wl 
To all might be added, that every devout ſentiment of praiſe and thank. 
fulneſs; as alſo every exhortation to, and expreſſion of faith and hop: nn 
relative to temporal things, with which the Bible abounds, all proclain 
the ſame important truth. 15 1 
4. Another irreſiſtable demonſtration of divine providence may br 
drawn from ſtriking fas. Facts, the reality and certainty of which can- Wh 
not be diſputed; the nature and circumſtances of which are ſufficient) 
plain, and without diſguiſe; the den of which is as clear as the ſun, 
and the evidence they give as expreſſive as roaring thunder, 
Theſe are very numerous. They might be ranged under many different 
claſſes. We will inſtance in a few. 1 
1. Facts which to man are entirely. contingent; happen without the 
leaſt degree of forethought, deſign, or deſire, on his part; and yet, 2 
the firſt view, are full of blazing evidence that they are under divine d. 
rection, and ſo demonſtrative of the doctrine for which we contend. 
Such as Hagar's fight of the well, Gen. xxi. 19.—A ram caught by hs 
horns, xxii. 13.—The appearance of the Iſhmeelitiſh merchants, xxxvi. 
25.— The impriſonment of Pharoah's baker and butler with Joſeph, the i 
dreams, and thoſe of Pharoah, xl. xli. ch. — Moſes found by Pharoal's ee 
daughter, Exod. ii. 5.— Gideon's hearing of a dream in the Midianitiſh 
camp, Judg. vii. 13, 14.—Ruth's going to glean in Boaz's field, Ruit 
ii. 3.— The invaſion of Iſrael by the Philigines, 1 Sam. xxiii. 27.— Da- 
vid's finding a fainting Egyptian, xxx. 11. —A bow drawn at a venture, 
1 Kin. xx11. 34.—The departing of fleep from Ahaſuerus, Efther vi. . 
Haman's going into the royal preſence tte very moment the king had de: 
termined to honour Mordecai, vi, 6. | * 
2. Facts which are above and beyond the ordinary courſe of natur; 
e many 


4 
* 


(59-2) 
many of which it is utterly impoſſible to account for on the common prin- 


Wl ciplcs or eſtabliſhed laws and maxims of nature. Theſe alſo demonſtrate 
an over-ruling providence. As for inſtance, Ifaac's birth, Gen. xxi. 1. 


con. 

2D: Moſes's rod turns rivers into blood, Exod. vii. 20; —raiſes an army of 
nce, I frogs, viii. 6;—converts duſt into lice, v. 17 ;—procures an hoſt of locuſts, 
tual x. 13 ;—divides the Red - Sea, xiv. 21 —cleaves the rock in Horeb, 
hath vii. 6 ;,—diſcomfits the Amalekites, v. 11.—Diviſion of Jordan by the 
then ark, Joſh, iii. 15, 16.— The falling of Jericho's walls, vi. 20.—Sampſon's 
143 earing the lion, Judg. xiv. 6 ;—ſmiting the Philiſtines with a jawbone, 
e, If ky, 15 ;—carrying the gates of Gaza, xvi. 3.---The increaſe of the 
have idows meal and oil, 1 Kin. xvii. 15, 16.---Elijah's faſting forty days 
ruth nd nights, xix. 8. 5 | : 

' ha 3. Facts which are plainly contrary to the courſe of nature, and evi- 
nind lently a direct violation of all it's eſtabliſhed laws. Theſe can only be 


ontradicted by their omnipotent author who firſt eſtabliſhed them: and, 
s ſuch, in every inſtance, fully demonſtrate an interpoſition of divine 
dower. Conſider ſuch as the following: the confuſion of languages, 
en. xi. 7,---The ſtanding of the ſun and moon, Joſh. x. 13.---A prophet 


'oice ed by ravens, 1 Kin, xvit. 6.---Iron ſwims, 2 Kin. vi. 6.---The ſhadow 
ys; eturns ten degrees on the dial of Ahaz,. xx. 11.---Fire will not 

orn, Dan. iii. 27 ;---Lions cannot devour, vi. 22.---The belly of a 
24, 


onſtrous fiſh is a ſanctuary for a prophet, Jon. i. 17.---A venomous beaſt 
—_ harmleſs, Acts xxviii. 5. 75 : | 
4. Facts which fall under our 4azly obſervation and view. Witneſs the 


2 

c. Fondttant ſucceſſion of ſummer and winter; ſeed-time and harveſt ; day 
k. nd night. Behold how the ſun, moon, and ſtars regularly riſe, ſhine, 
hope 0 nd ſet, and that without a moment's deviation from age to age! We 


eceioe the fructifying ſhowers of rain from heaven in their ſeaſon. 
hat changes take place on the face of nature according to the different 
eriods of the year! In the winter, how dead! In the ſpring, what 
oy. fe and chearfulneſs! Can we forbear ſaying to our God, with the 


can 
ntly Plalmiit, thou reneweſt the face of the earth? Pſ. civ. 30. Do not we 
ſun, videncly ſee a hand of divine providence through all the aftoniſhing 


cene? Can the utmoit ſtretch of charity imagine that perſon to have any 
es, who can ſay, that all this beauteous order, and undiſturbed har- 
py, is the reſult of blind chance? - 

Having thus given you, brethren, as we promiſed, a ſpecimen: of the 
verified proof of this doctrine, we now advance, according to our plan, 


! to a general view of the ſubject. 2 

end, 1. Herein we behold a diſplay of the divine perfetions. There are two 
dis ays by which Gop has condeſcended to make himſelf known; the wor 
vil of his mouth, and core of his hands. In the former he ſpeaks to our 
Lear ears; and it becomes us to liſten, with the profoundeſt attention, to the 


accents which proceed from his eternal lips. By the latter he addreſſes 
imſelf to our eyes; and ſhall not we diligently attend to the lectures he 
us lays before us to read? The Pfalmilt cries out, the heavens declare 
be glory of Gop, and the firmament ſheweth forth his handy-work, 
Pl. xix. 1. This holds true, whether we apply it to their firſt creation, 
vr their continued conſervation. We behold with wonder the univerſe 
ing out of nothing; may we not contemplate, with equal aftoniſh- 
ment, the divine hand upholding it? Providence proclaims a Gop, 
poſſeſſed of perfetions inconceivably great and glorious. Though here 
ire depths that we cannot fathom ; breadths that we cannot meaſure ; 
| deſigns 
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deſigns formed that we cannot comprehend ; and lines drawn that we if 

Cannot read; yet there is enough plain and intelligible to filence the da. 
ring at heiſt, and confront the inconſiderate def. | 

Search we for <ui/dom ? here it ſhines: ſhines in colours bright and 
dazzling. Wiſdom infinite and unerring! Caſt an eye on every hand; 
Jook back into your former days; review the ages that are paſt; read the 
hiſtaries of providence left on record in the ſacred pages; weigh, atten. 
tively weigh, all it's various circumſtances; examine with peculiar cloſe- 
neſs thoſe parts where Gop has condeſcended to explain the nature and 
defign of his divine proceedings; mark, if you can, the plan that he 
formed, which ever failed; produce the inſtance when confuſion did not 
ewextually crown the deep deſigns of earth and hell againſt his throne and 
kingdom; how admirable the fitneſs of the means made uſe of, to produce 
| the ends deſigned! means, which proud, fooliſh man has often impiouſly 
' dared to pronounce abſurd, but never without being effectually put 60 Wl 
Thame in the end; ſee the beauty, order, regularity, and harmony, that Wl 
Mine in all his works and ways; then forbear exclaiming, if you can, in Wi 
the language of the apoſtle, O the depth of the riches, both of the wiſdon Wali 
and knowledge of Gop ! Rom. xi. 33. _- - on 
Look we for power? here it appears. Power omnipotent and irreſiſtible! nl 
What hand was ever lifted up againſt the Loxp and proſpered ? What 
combination formed againſt the holy one of Hrael did ever ſucceed ? Have WW 
not the powers of earth, and policy of hell been joined in vain againſt the Wl 
Lond, and his anointed * Sometimes their united councils have been 
ſaffered to ripen ready for execution, yet, he that ſitteth in the heavens and 
inſpetts the dark caverns of earth and hell, at the laſt moment, has daſhed Wl 
them in pieces like a potter's veſſel, Pf. ii. 9g.“ All things are under his 
ſupreme controul. Sooner than his enemies ſhall eſcape, the ſan fiall 
Rand to give light to deſtroy them, Joſh. x. 13 ;---hail-ſtones ſhall fall al 
with a deſtructive vengeance on their heads, v. 11 ;-+-ſhowers of fire and 
brimſtone ſhall deſcend to burn them, Gen. xix. 243---the earth ſhall WW 
Jo. to ſwallow them, Num, xvi. 31 ;---ſtars ſhall fight againſt then, nn 
u l 
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— 1 re. 


9 . 
Pans 4 2 — 


d. v. 20 ;---angels ſhall ſlay them, 2 Kin. xix. 35. On the oth« al 
hand, in favour of his people, what mighty acts has he wrought ! Sooner Wi 


than they ſhall ſtarve for want in a barren wilderneſs, the heavens ſhall ade 
rain bread to ſpread them a table, Exod. xvi. '32 ;---their garments ſhal in 
not decay, Deut. xxix. 5 ;---the ſea ſhall divide to ſave them, and the di 
waters ſtand like adamantine walls to defend them, Exod. xiv. 21, 223 cu 


when he pleaſes fire cannot burn them, Dan. iii. 27; nor lions devout 
them, vi. 22. He is ſaid to ride on the heavens for che help of his people, 
and in his excellency on the ſky, Deut. xxxiii. 26. Nay, David de ore 
clares, that in anſwer to prayer in a time of diſtreſs, he bowed the heaven: Wi 
and came down; he rode upon a cherub, and did fly, yea, he did fly upot 
the wings of the wind, Pſ. -xviii. 9, 10. Surely then we muſt be con- 


Nrained to cry out, among the Gods, there is none like thee, O Logan;: dun: 
neither are there any works like thy works! Pf. Ixxxvii 8. ate 
Do we eſteem truth and faithfulneſs? yes, we juſtly do. Theſe art We 
diſplayed with a ſhining brightneſs among the perfections of our Go, il nds 
his works of providence. Truth immutable! Faithfulneſs unchangeabe 4 
f | Ha OV 


* What a remarkable inſtance have we of this in the diſcovery of the Gunpowder 
plot, Nov. 5, 1605! The remembrance of it ought always to be dear to every lover 0 
the proteſtant religion, and Britiſh liberty. 


„ 

e thoſe promiſes that relate to day and night ; ſummer and winter 5 
— and harveſt, ever failed? Do we no: with pleaſure and aſtoniſh- 
ent ſee the truth and faithfulneſs of our Gop ſtand triumphant, notwith- 


nd inding the aggravated fins, and multiplied rebellions of his creatures; 
d; e diſtreſſing fears, and diſpairing anxieties of his children? Time rolls 
he ay; ages and generations ſink into oblivion ; mighty monarchies fall 
75 to ruins ; kings and their armies are buried in the grave, but his faith- 
& alneſs ſtands eſtabliſhed in the very heavens, Pf, Ixxxix. 2. *Tis not 
n 


ply on ſpecial occaſions returning once in a thouſand years, we are 
woured with a demonſtrative proof of it, but every revolving morning, 


not ves renewed ground to repeat the delightful ſong, great is thy faithful- 
und fs, Lam. iii. 23 ;---to which we may alſo add, it is good to ſhew forth his 


ithfulneſs every night, Pf. xcii. 1, 2. Every freſh ſcene of providence, 
hether proſperous or adverſe, when compared with the word of Gon, 
ill afford us occaſion to ſay, O Loxn! thy councils of old are faithfal- 
ſs and truth, Tai. xxv. 1. The joyful ſhout of the ſaints to eternity 
u be, faithful is he that hath promiſed, Heb. x. 23. Nor will all the 
. 9 Vers of darkneſs ever be able to produce one inſlanee in which it has 
- Ded. ; 


> 


le! } Do we admire goodneſs 7 here we may trace it's breakings-forth with. 

"hat | oniſhment. Our Gov is good, Nah. i. 7. His tender mercies are 

* fer all his works, Pf. cxlv. 9. He maketh his ſun to rife on the evil 
e 


d on the good, and ſendeth his rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt, 
at. v. 45. Goodneſs unmerited! Bounty unbounded! How extenſive? 
an wit. beaſt, fowls and fiſhes, ſhare therein. Nothing which our 
op has formed, from the loftieſt archangel to the meaneſt inſect, is ex- 


ded. It is conſtant and uninterrapted. Upon it we are dependent 

ru moment of our exiſtence. Though more conſpicuous in a day of 
fail eſperity, yet not leſs real in a time of adverſity. How free and une, 
and Wſcrved | None have any claim on God, or can demand his bounty. 
ww os high are our ideas of it raiſed, when we reflect upon our fin and in- 
em, 


etitude! Is our Gop kind to all; how diſtinguiſhingly fo to his peculiar 
ple! Numerous are the inſtances in which it is diſcovered, from the 
Wit moment of their exiſtence to the laſt, How does it ſhine oftentimes in 


ſhall aeering their lot in life ;---in giving kind parents, or affectionate friends; 
ſhal in bringing about unexpected changes, connexions, or ſeparations ;---' 
| the diſappointing many of their deſigns or plans ;---in ordering their various 
23 rcumſtances before, at, or after converſion ;---in directing their ſpheres 
>yout action ſo as to be moſt for their perſonal comfort, public good, or his 
op n glory. And, notwithſtanding their inſtances of unworthineſs are 
7 


ore in number than the fands upon the ſea ſhore, yet his goodneſs is like 


avens ſwelling waves of the mighty ocean, which overflows and buties them 
upon O that men would praiſe the Lo Rp for his goodneſs! Pf. cvii. 8. 

con- 2. We may conſider providence as ani verſal, and yet particular. The 
)RD; punds of it's empire are not ſmall. It extends over all that Gop has 


ated, If we take a ſurvey thro? all the vaſt regions of inauimate creation, 
ſhall find the ſun, moon; ſtars, comets, clouds, rain, dew, hail, ſnow, 
nds, and waves of the ſea, all acting under divine direction. Take a 
w of ani male creation; if we look upon that part which our Gon has 
Have dowed with wvegitative life, we ſhall ſee, that herbs and trees, corn 

d =_ all grow and flouriſh under his blefling ; the creatures which 
> Hiled irrational, as beaſts, fowls, and fithes, are conſtanily ſupported: 


«. * 


(SF, 
and fed by his liberal hand: ſhould we advance to the rational part, we 
ſhall find that men and angels, good and bad, are all the objects of hi 
daily care.---All the changes which affect individuals or ſocieties, king. 
doms or empires, are equally under his inſpection and influence. He 
bringeth low and lifteth up, 1 Sam. ii. 7. Not a beaſt can walk, or in- 
{e& creep ;-not a bird can fly, or fiſh ſwim, unleſs ability is adminiſtered 
by his all-ſupporting hand .---Gop in a way of providence is concerned 
— all the actions of his rational creatures. Thoſe that are good, he 

aciouſly influences; all that are evil, he ſovereignly permits. In thoſe, 
e ability to act both as to matter, and manner, are from him; in thek, 
the ability to act is from him, but the diſpoſition manifeſted in the manner 
of acting, from fin and ſatan. Suffice it to obſerve, that our abuſe of that 
which is good, conveys no reflection upon the author of that good.---lt i 
a comfort to add, that the care and concern of divine providence, extend 
not only to the more momentous concerns of life, as many have miſtakenly 
imagined, but to it's moſt minute circumſtances. Our redeemer aſſure 
us, that not a ſparrow can fall on the ground without our father, and that 
the very hairs of our head are all numbered, Mat. x. 29, 30. To which 
we may add, the Lox D knoweth the thoughts of men, Pf. xciv. 11. 
A celebrated poet, has beautifully expreſſed the above ideas, in tie 
following ſtriking lines, when ſpeaking of the divine being: be 
% Who ſees with equal eye, as Gop of all, 
« An hero periſh, or a ſparrow fall; 
« Atoms or ſyſtems into ruin hurl'd, - | 
« And now a bubble burſt, and now a world.” 
Pore's Eſſay on Man, epiſt. 1, line 87, 
3. Providence may be conſidered as in harmony with the word of G0 
in general, and an expo/itor of many of it's parts. — 
en we view the word and works of Gop in connexion, we ſhall ſoon WR. 
ſee, that they caſt great light upon one another. There is a beautiful Ml 
harmony between them, which cannot fail of being entertaining to «8 
pious, inquiſitive mind. This may afford unto us one glorious confirms Wn 
tion of the truth of the word of Gop. There we read of his ſovereign 
decrees in eternity; of an election of grace, and of a purpoſe of d. 
tinguiſhing mercy. Providence opens the ſeal, unfolds the book, and lay 
open the whole ſcene. Hete we ſee one nation favoured with the light a 
the goſpel, and another (a procedure that we cannot fathom) ſuffered to 
remain in darkneſs and deluſion: one family called, and another fore 
reignly paſſed by: one individual plucked as a brand out of the burning 
and another righteouſly left to fill up the meaſure of his iniquity.“ Ar 
not the pictures of the ſtate, circumſtances, trials, und afflictions of tis 
righteous ; alſo the temper and diſpoſition, the frequent proſperity, au 
ſometimes ſudden deſtruction of the wicked, there drawn to the very life! 
Do not we find by obſervation and experience, that the maxims and 3 
principles there laid down, are ſuch as we may cordially receive, and 0 . 
them chearfully act? There the weak ſtate of the church of Goo ; la 
numerous enemies; yet her continued exiſtence, and certain ſecurity Wn 
the midiſt of all her dangers ; together with the ways and means by * 
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2 If the whole of ſalvation is of meer grace, and Gop was under no kind of obligat# A 
to ſave any one individual of the human race, where js there any injuſtice done to! 
that are left? Had. not Gov a right to do as he pleaſed with his own? Where is t 
foundation then for the popular outcry againſt, and odium caſt upon the doctrine- 
particular election, redemption, &c.? | f 


{92 
e ſtill ſpreads, are at large held up to view, to which the ſcene in fact 


xactly anſwers. #2 60% 

How frequently do many of Gop's people witneſs the fulfilment of 
ivine promiſes, and the accompliſhment of ſcripture prophecies ! - Nay, 
it not evident, from 1 Pet. i. 11, that the prophets themſelves did not 


wr nderſtand the full meaning of many predictions; to them they appeared 
" ark and myſterious; the reaſon the ſame apoſtle aſſigns in his 2 Epiſt. i. 20, 
he hen he ſays, they are not of private interpretation, i. e. their meaning 


tentimes is not ſelf-evident, but the accompliſhment of them was to be 


>come clear by this means? Are not many more daily expounding 
fore our eyes? Th 24 DOE qo 15 av ws 
4. Oftentimes many of it's parts. are very my/erious.. It is indeed 
atter of joy that the Loxp reigneth, but yet clouds and darkneſs are 
und about his throne, PC. xcvii. 1, 2. Yes, great things doth he, 
ich we cannot comprehend, Job xxxvil. 1 On many- occaſions in 
drefling the Lox p, we muſt own with Aſaph, thy way is in the fea, and 
Py path in the great waters, Pſ. Ixxvii. 19. Our Gov is infinite and 
erring in wiſdom ; he ſees the end from the beginning; as ſuch, re- 
WS arity and harmony certainly run thro? all his goings; but in many 
es, in our preſent ſtate, tis impoſſible for us to diſcern the defign GO 
s in view, or the propriety of the way in which we are led. We are often 
t to miſtake the nature of Gop's dealings with us, and imagine, with 
od old Jacob, that all theſe things are againſt us, Gen. xlii. 36, when 
ally they are otherwiſe. The Lok p leads his people forward, and brings 
em back; lifts them up, and cafts them down; and has reaſons for his 
1 nduct known alone unto himſelf.---But with comfort we may add, 11 
. It's difficulties ſhall in a little while be all znfelded. We are now 
me wilderneſs; clouds and darkneſs are on every hand; but Canaan 


mY jaſt before us. That land is full of light. The language of Jeſus, 
2 fidered in this view, is very encouraging; what I do, thou knoweſt 
m. or, but thou ſhalt know hereafter, Jo. xiii. 8. We are now like a 
Gig dle bark toſſed about on a tempeſtuvus ocean. Jeſus fits at the helm, 
*r d guides us ſafely on, that we neither daſh on the rocks, and be 


M ken, or ſtrike on the quickſands, 'and be ſwallowed up: winds and 


11 ves at times ſeem to mingle earth and ſkies, but, under the controul 
ed v our great pilot, ſhall only waft us the faſter on. Soon we ſhall ſafely 
* 2 the harbour of eternal reſt, land on the celeſtial banks amidſt an- 
Ning ic ſhouts, and ſtand with rapturous triumph on Salem's peaceful ſhores. 
fr . ſhall be laid o en a view bright and aſtoniſhing. We ſnall look 
5 cx and ſee, that the heavieſt of our afflictions were among the richeſt 
* ur mercies. We ſhall diſcern unity and harmony where we once 


dagined nothing but contradiction and diſorder. Thoſe things which 


life! f - 

af 10 produce our ſevereſt ſorrows, will then enliven our ſweeteſt ſongs. 

* * will he bring us forth to the light, and we ſhall behold his righteouſ- 

: Ils, VIZ. the equity and propriety of his conduR.---We will only add 

ty | ö 8 
ſhe dee this ſubject well handled in Fleming's Fulfilling of the Scriptures. *A book 
| nly _ - with ſuitable entertainment for a pious x. ek Is north non - attention to 

2 ſent day ? + — — _ e gne of the grand defects among chriſtians of the 

* . Aa ” * . . 
4 : Importance. Ars 8 0 Lor 8 ſacred book are neglected as if of little or 
ines : ; B 


aited for, in order to underſtand their intent? Have not many already * 


- 
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6. The whole ſcene thereof is //ubordinately for the chureh's good, and 
ultimately for Gop's glory. Theſe are the grand deſigns for which God 
erected the theatre of the univerſe. It is with a view to one or both of 
theſe, that every event is determined and brought to paſs. With reſpect th 
the Harmer, how full is the apoſtle's language, all things work together for 
| ack Rom. viii. 28. Should we mention the afflictive parts of provi. 
ce, David ſubſcribes to this, when he cries out, tis good for me that! 
have been afflicted, Pf. exix. 71. Peter aſſures us, tis if needs be we are 
in heavineſs thro? manifold temptations, 1 Pet. i. 6. Sometimes a black . 
cloud, that has threatened deflruction to Zion, has burſt in a ſhower of RE, 
blefſings on her head. So the perſecution, which was deſigned to extirpae Wl 
the church in her infant ſtate at Jeruſalem, proved, in the hand of divine 
providence, a glorious mean for the ſpread of the goſpel, Acts viii. 1. 
Shall we make an appeal to the experience of the people of Gon ? HA 
not the Lord in many inſtances firit begun his good work upon their ſoul, 
by ſome diſpenſation of his providence ? Is it not. almoſt ,univerſally 
made uſe of by Gop to carry it on? FHereby he leads his ſaints into a 
farther acquaintance ' with himſelf and themſelves ;-to learn their d 
pendance upon, and * unto himſelf; to fee more of the evil 
of fin, and emptineſs of the world j to try their faith and patience; 0 al 
advance their humility and heavenly-mindedneſs: m ſhort, to further 
their growth in grace, increaſe their deadneſs to the world, and rip Wn 
them apace for the fall enjoyment of himſelf in glory. _ * 
As to the latter, nothing can be more plain, than that the ultima 
end Gov has in view, is the glory of his own name. This appears with 
the fulleſt evidence upon the very face of the holy ſcriptures. Good men 

in all ages have chearfully acknowledged it. Abraham's ſteward, aſter » 
ſueceſsful journey, readily. aſcribes the praiſe to Gon, Gen, xxiv. 26, 27, ùꝓ́ 
Creatures may be inftruments, and: oftentimes do worthily as ſuch ; bu Wl 
their proper language is, not unto us, O Lord! not unte us, but un Re 
thy name give glory, Pſ. cxv. 1. When the Lord, oa ſome ſpecial oc: 
ion, declares what he is going to do, how frequently does he add, for ne 
my name's fake, I do it, as, Iſai. xlviii. 9, 11---Ezek. xx. g, 14, 2 nl 
44. Xxxvi. 22.---Alſo, how often is this pleaded with Gop as ti: e. 

Rrongeſt argument his people can uſe with him in prayer on any peculin WW 

emergency, as Jof. vii. g. Pf. xxv. 11. cix. 21, Jer. xiv. 7. 21. 4 
How this ſhall appear, that Gop. will be glorified in and by every event, 
is a depth that we know not how to fathom; but we may reſt aſſured, thi 
his right hand and glorious arm will be / exerted, as to make himſelf u 
everlaſting name, Iſai. Ixiii. 12. 8 : 199 
And now our enquiry muſt be, to what purpoſes we may improve ti! re. 
fabjet? We fhall preſent before you, brethren! a few inferences, 1 oe: 
flections, advices, &c. rather in a promiſcuous form, which we hope wil nan 
not be anworthy of your attention. 3 eat | 
What noble employ for our admiring powers! Well may we cry oi rei 
O Lord thou haſt done wonderful things! Iſai. xxv. 1. How aſtoniſhing) i 
numerous the creatures of all ranks which exiſt in the air, upon | 
earth, and in the ſea! How innumerable in our apprehenſion, their nente. 
rious wlitions-and multiplied motions ! . How amazing the thought, tha 


there is not one but what is every moment under the divine direction al þ 
| | diſpoſal! What- entertainment to a contemplative mind to mark N cor 
| beauty, variety, &c. of the ſpringing graſs and riſing corn; the ope1% 


flows 


("1 


Woowers, and ripening fruit! Here, delighted, we may range in our ima» 
| gina over all the fruitful field, and rove thro the extenſive ocean 


h of [But even here we are not confined. What is all the world but like the 
th almoſt imperceptible duſt upon-the balance, compared with all thoſe mo- 
for ving nav, of light that roll in the vaſt expanſe! _ Theſe are all under 
0vi- the divine inſpection and direction! Many, O. Lord, are thy wonderous 
at! works !! Pf. xl. 5. Thyſelf how wonderous then!“ | Ce Hy 
days This is a ſubje& that ought to be fudied. The works of the Lord are 
ack BW reat, ſought out by all them that have pleaſure therein, Pſ. cxi. 2. We 


are under the greateſt obligations to this employ; ſuch as Gop's com- 


pate and, Deut. xxxii. 7. Mic. vi. 5 ;---he reſents it, and is angry when 
Vine e do not, Pſ. xxviii. 5 ;---gratitude binds us; it is abſolutely . 
. a order to a right performance of the duties of prayer and praiſe. At 
Ha o the anner in which it ought to be performed, what ſubject, next to 
ouls hat of redemption, more worthy of a cloſe and ſerious regard! It ſhoul 

ally We attended to univerſally ; ſuch ſcenes as are adverſe, as well as thoſe 
to 2 Which are proſperous ; and thoſe that are proſperous, as well as thoſe 
de. nat are adverſe, Deut. viii. 2. We are too apt to dwell only upon the, 


oc, according to our prevailing frame of mind. Alſo with the word of 
oy as our guide, Pf,-Ixxvil. 13 ;---marking the connection of each one 


ther ich another, and all the parts of each together, Rom. viii. 28 ;---with 
pen HRS compoſed frame of mind, Iſai. v. 12;---with. a devotional temper of 


oul, Pf. Ixxili. 16, 17. To this employ, there are motives of a power- 


ate i ul nature, It will ſerve to enlarge our knowledge, Pf. cvii. 43 ;--- 
vil Tord pleaſure, civ. 34 3-=-CXXXIX, 12; give encouragement in future 
men e ifculties, 1 Sam. xvii. 37 ;- and ſtrengthen our daily confidence in 


9 Bod, Pl. iv. 8. | : 
Uere an awful reverence is commanded. Shall not we adore that Gon, 
ho is ſo great and glorious ! Shall not we chearfully fear before him, 


n ho diſplays ſuch an aſtoniſhing union of majeſty and mercy! This 
c. ie of Gop ſhould fill our minds with holy awe in every 2 and 

ployment; whether alone, or in company; by night, or by day. How 
22, readfully hardened muſt their hearts be, who have no fear of Gop before 
the Wl heir eyes! There is no excuſe for the want of reverence, unleſs we can 


(cape his obſervant eye. Rather let us ſay, who would not fear before 
ice, O king of nations? for to thee it doth appertain, Jer. x. 7. _ 
| Let us beware we do not deny providence, This was the awful fin of 
thoſe who ſaid, the Lon p hath forſaken the earth, and the Lozp ſeeth 
ot, Ezek. ix. 9. Perhaps there are but few who have riſen to ſuch an ar- 
ogant pitch of wickedneſs as thus openly to ſpeak. Yet there are ſome ſuch 
Tetches as theſe, who deny that which every moment of their exiſtence 
5 demonſtrate. However, there are more ways than one in which 
any are guilty of this fin. We may hold this truth doctrinally, and yet 
eny it radically. Are there none wha daringly act contrary to it's ex- 
preſſive voice, as Pharoah did, Exod. xv. 9 z---who live without prayer, 


ply ob, xv. 4;---who truſt wholly to means, without a reliance on a divine 
the - leſling, 2 Chron. xvi. 7 ;---who give the praiſe of the ſucceſs of any 
. esterprize to means, 5 not to Go p, Iſai. x. 13, 14. Dan. iv. 30 ; 
that Who doubt of the accompliſhment of God's promiſes, becauſe they do not 
2 Fee Ho they are to be fulfilled, Lu. i. 18 ;---who remain inſenſible under 


f correcting rod, Iſai. xxvi. 11 ;---who uſe unlawful means to * 
. | * | - their 
* 


* 
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our good. Are our wants large an 
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their ends, Pf. xxxvii. 3 ;---who regard men more than Gov ? Mat. x. 28, 


If we carefully examine the nature of theſe evils, will they not amount to 
a practical denial of providence ? . 5 

Let not providence te abaſed. This is ſometimes dreadfully done. To 
what an awful height of wickedneſs and impiety in this way have many 
ron! Inſults of the moſt daring nature have been offered to the eternal 
Jehovah. How dreadful thus to hold the truth in unrighteouſnets ! Did 
the ſun never ſhine on ſuch monſters of wickedneſs as have charged the 
fault, and laid the blame of the blackeſt of crimes upon the conduct of a 
Gop of ſpotleſs holineſs? Gen. iii. 12. 2 Sam. xi. 25. Have none 


- preſumptuouſly expected an end, without a diligent uſe of the appointed 


means, Eſth. iv 13, 14. Exod. xiv. 15. Prov. x. 4 ;---reproached 
Gop under the trials they have met with in the path of duty, Num. xiv. z, 
Exod. v. 22, 23 ;---ſpoken unbecoming language when Gop delayed the 
beſtowment of ſome promiſed good, Job ix. 16, 17. 2 Kan. vi. 333. 
attempted to ſearch too deep into the reaſons of the divine conduct! Pf 
Ixxtit. 16. Job xlii. 3. Ought not our minds to tremble at ſuch thing 
as theſe? ging | 
Here our pride is mortified. One of old obſerves, vain man would be 
wile, Job xi. 12. And, alas! he is often puffed up with a fancyed idea of 
his own knowledge, 1 Cor. viii. 1. But here are myſteries that have often 
confounded the wiſeſt and beſt of men. Many, after the cloſeſt ſearch 
and reſearch, have been conſtrained to acknowledge their 1gnorance and 
blindneſs, Job xi. 7, 8. Pf. cxxxix. 6.---Let none forget, that it is the 
Lox» who giveth power to get wealth, Deut. viii. 18. As ſuch, he wio WW 
fills, can empty; clothes, can ſtrip ; lifts up, can caſt down, 1 Sam. i. Wl 


7, 8. Then let not the rich man glory in. his riches, Turn but the ln 
wheel of providence half round, and it converts the loftieſt monarch into Wn 
the meaneſt beggar. Remember Job, who in the morning was ſwimming nl 
in plenty, but 1n the evening ſinking into poverty. -Learn T7 pn. while "" 

'F meanneſs on Wy 


contemplating Gop's grandeur on the one hand, and man 
the other, and yet the object of his conſtant care, Pſ. viii. 3, 4. 

Let every murmuring thought be ſtill. God is a ſovereign, and will be 
known as * Dan. iv. 35. All things are diſpoſed of according to his 
purpoſe and pleaſure, Eph. i. 11. Patience is a needful and amiable 
grace. The chriſtian will want it thro? all the journey of life, Heb. 
X11. 1. How diſhonourable to Gov, and diſtreſſing x Fur own mind), 
to be like a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, Jer. xxxi. 18. Lu. x% 
19. Gon is infinitely wiſe in all his conduct. He knows and does whit 
will be for our real good. Every diſpenfation is full of kindneſs ; ho# 
does it become us to receive it with calmneſs ! | 
What firm footing for a chearful confidence / The chriſtian is now called 
to walk by faith, 2 Cor. v. 7, Daily we have to do witk Gov as tie 
Gon of providence. He feeds and clothes us; makes our unworthy live 
his conſtant care. The power and promiſe of this Gop ſtand engaged fot 

4 numerous, remember the earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof; the Gop of the whole earth ſhall he be 
calied, Pf. xxiv. 1. Iſai. liv. 5. Jer. xxxit. 27. Perhaps you have 10 
viſible way of ſupport, but perievering in the path of duty, you are el 


_ c:rcled in the arms of his promiſe, Pf. xxxvil. 3: He that provides for 
his 


the birds of the air, will not ſtarve the babes © family, Mat. * 15 
| | en 
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ien ſenſible proſpects are doubtful and dark, the promiſe ſhines bright, 


26, 
t to and the accompliſhment will at length be exceeding glorious, Gen. xxii. 


14. xxviii. 15. Heb. xiii. 5. Tho trials and troubles may be lie 
drowning floods, or burning fires, his almighty hand can preſerve the one 
from overflowing, and the other from conſuming, Iſai. xliii. 2. Faithful 
promiſes, numerous obſervations, paſt experiencies, and preſent mercies, 


Did ſhould ever conſpire to make us ſing, the Lox p is our ſhepherd, we ſhall 
the not want, Pf, xxiii. 1. e e | = 
f a Here is great encouragement for fervent prayer. Does his eye behold 
one pur every circumſtance ; is his ear ready to liſten, to every cry; and does 
tted- his hand hold every needful good? Before him let us fall; to him make 
hed known our requeſt ; and from him expect every ſupply. Thus to act, we 
4 are encouraged, invited, and commanded. To him ſeek for direction in 
the very doubtful path, Pro. iii. 6; —ſupport under every burden, Pl. lv. 223 


--ſtrength for every duty, Iſai. xl. 29 ; —fitneſs to meet every diſpenſation 


" df providence, Deut. xxxiii. 25 z---in ſhort, for every good and perfect 
ngs zift, Phil. iv. 19. Jam. i. 17.---Advancing experience may afford en- 


reaſing encouragement, 1 Chron. xvi. 11, 12. 


be What ground of comfort to the ſaints! The government of Gop, 
a of which fills his foes with fear and trembling, diffuſes joy thro' the hearts 
ften df his friends, Pſ. xcix. 1. xcvii. 1. What comfort could a good man en- 
ch oy in a wicked world if it was not for this delightful truth, the Lord reign- 


th? While the throne of Gop ſtands, the chriſtian may rejoice. When 


the very earthly friend forſakes, or commences a foe, then, even then, we 
who may encourage ourſelves in the Lord, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. The rage of every 
il. de he can reſtrain, or even cauſe it to work for his own glory, 
the ani 10. | 0 
nto | | Here is matter for grateful praiſe. Praiſe well becomes your lips 
ing | gratitude is a ſuitable temper for your hearts, oh ye favourites of heaven! 
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\ view of providence in general, furniſhes matter of grateful praiſe to 
ll the church of Gop. A ſurvey of it's exerciſe over each of us in 
particular ought to excite, ought to raiſe a chearful ſong. Is it not one 
ff it's kind benefits that we were born in a proteſtant land; many of us 


5 * 
7 now 


his of pious parents? Have none cauſe to be thankful for ſome ſpecial ap- 
ble pearance of it? others that they were caſt in ſuch a town, ſuch a family, 
leb. under ſuch a miniſter ? Will not one for ever have cauſe to admire, that 
id, he was caught in the thorns, and ſo became a priſoner of hope, 2 Chron. 
xx, XXI11- 11, 12 ;---another, a happy meeting with the redeemer at a well 
hat by the way fide, Joh. iv. 7 ;---a third, that hour which brought an 


abandoned thief, and a compaſſionate Jeſus together, Lu. xxiii. 42, 43. 
Sweetly now at times we can, but much more ſweetly by and by, ſhall we 
ling of all the way the Lox Þ has led us. e N 


the Finally, brethren ! here behold the ſafety of the church of Gop, All 
ines the foes of Zion are under the ſovereign controul of her beſt friend. 
for With theſe delightful thoughts, we conclude the ſubject, and bid yon 
the W farewel. Be of good courage, wait on the Lox p, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 


your heart, Pf, xxvii. 14; Tho' men may change, and confuſions fill the 
earth, the rock of your defence remains the 3 2 Sam. xxii. 47. 
Let earthly potſherds daſh ; let hell conſult and Rome combine; let king- 
doms, yea, let worlds diſſolve ; the heavens om and time be folded 


up, they that truſt in the Lox b, ſhall be as mount Zion, which cannot 


(4) 


f 2 but abideth for ever, Pf. cxxv. 1. Let mount Zion rejoice, 
let the daughters of Judah be glad, becauſe of his judgments. Walk 
about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers thereof, mark ye 
well. her bulwarks, conſider her palaces, that ye may tell it to th 
generation following; for this Gop is our Gop for ever and ever; he 
will be our guide even-unto death, Pf. xlviii. 11--14. 


= 
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And now, dear brethren, to the conduct and care of this divine pr. 
5 5 widence we chearfully commit you all. Your ſpiritual welfare is near our 
Hearts, and is ever dear to our puls. We wiſh to ſee you eminent] 
mining in each heavenly grace, ind vigorouſly diſcharging every chriſtian 
duty. Soon all the ſcenes of private or public uſefulneſs will be eternally 
over. At that important period, may you, and your affectionate miniſter, 
meet with mutual joy, and everlaſting triumph before the throne of Goy! 
Signed, on behalf of the Aſſociation, by 50 
JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderator, 
„ ME ES 7 
AT the time fixed, the Aſſociation was introduced with prayer by WW 
brother Ryland, ſen. After a Moderator was choſen, the letters fron 
the ſeveral churches were read, and minutes made. Among the reſt, one 
from Clipſtone, in Northamptonſhire, was preſented, and the Chur 
received into the Aſſociation. The evening ſervice was ended with praye 
by brother Ryland, jun. Next morning met at fix o'clock for prayer, Wl 
aud fertling the work of the day. At ten in the forenoon, began public Wl 
| worſhip. Brother Skinner and brother Smith prayed ; brother Gil 
preached from 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy o Wl 
all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners ; of nn 
whom I am chief. Then brother Guy praycd ; brother Hall preach! ne 
from Iſai. Ivii. 14. Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, prepare the way, take up the Wn 
ſtumbling- block out of the way of my people. Brother Evans concluded RY 
in prayer. Mei again at half paſt five in the evening. Brother Pille 
prayed ; brother Fuller preachfd from Heb. iii. 12. Take heed, brethren, 
Jeſt there be in any of you an g vil heart of unbelief in departing from the 
living Gop. Brother Deacon concluded in prayer. Met again next 
morning at fix o'Clock, After prayer, proceeded to the relating of e- 
periencies during the laſt year, which we find highly profitable; to con- 
ader the Circular Letter; and to ſettle the affairs of the aſſociation fund, 
Which we with may be vigorouſly promoted, as we find it very beneficial 
«nd likely, in it's uſefulneſs to the cauſe of Chriſt, to yield much fſatisfac- 
tion to thoſe churches by which it is generouſly ſupported. Brotie 
Hall was defired to print his diſcourſe delivered the day before, and mal 
what circumſtantial alterations or enlargements he might think proper 
to Wich he conſented. © After various matters had been attended t6 
1 about twelve o' Clock, the aſſociation was concluded with prayer by the 
= 1 Moderator. | | 
= ! Agrees, to recommend days of faſting and prayer, on account of tis 
diſtre ſſed ſtate of the natioh ; to promote village preaching, as being 
likely method to ſpread divine knowledge among multitudes who a 
3gnorant ; to encourage the catechizing of children; and to print W 
articles of the aſſociation. | 30 
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| The next affociation to be held at Carleton, i in | Bedfordſhire, hs ok 
Vedneſday after Vhit- Sunday. Brother Evans, and brother opper ta 
reach; in caſe of failure, brother Guy, and brother Ski The 
iniſters and meſſengers to put up at the Angel; others may be aeg 
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1 1L80N's SCRIPTURE MANUAL, 
ren, At 75. 6d, per Hundred. 
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ne The BAPTIST CATECHISM, X 
on Without the Scripture Proofs,. at 78. 6d. per Hundred; 
Gal With the Scripture Proofs at large, at 15s. per Hundred. 
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vn WY A Scriptural EXPOSITION of the CATECHISM, 
— By our Brother B E DDO MAE, 

| 8 At 18. in Canvas, 18. 3d. in Sheep, and Ts. 6d. is Calf. 
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a | he New Collection of HYMNS, with a Supplement.” 


The Third Edition, at 3s. in Sheep, or 3s. 6d..in Calf. 
To thoſe who take ſix together, a 5 855 will be allowed gratis. 
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